The following was written by Miss Florence Bird who was the great-granddaughter
of Benjamin Freeman Bird and Margaret Crane at the request of the Chemung
County Historical Society. Miss Bird wrote this document from memory. We know
this document contains many inaccuracies about Benjamin and his family once they
left New York.

BENJAMIN FREEMAN BIRD

(From information sent to Helen Bird Strange, from Chemung, New York. Material was
furnished by Mrs. A. B. Denny, Christian Hollow Road, Pine City, New York, who has
done research on Southport. Information, courtesy of Miss Florence Bird, Elmira, New
York.)

Benjamin Freeman Bird, of Sussucunna Co. New Jersey was born in 1779. On 22 Feb
1800 he married Meribah Reeves of New York City. He died 25 July 1850 in Utah,
probably in or near Mapleton or Provo. Meribah Reeves Bird died 13 Feb 1833. She is
buried in the Gustin Cemetery on the South Creek Road, in the town of Ashland,
Chemung, New York. For his second wife, Benjamin married Margaret Crane, who was a
cousin of his first wife, and who came to the town of Southport from Orange County (
believed to have been New York, but possibly New Jersey) to care for the invalid
Meribah Reeves Bird.

Benjamin and Meribah had twelve children. Benjamin is said to have been a Methodist
circuit rider. When he first came to this section from New Jersey he lived on the road
which still bears his name “The Bird Creek Road." His farm was the first one on the
Pennsylvania side of the state line. It is now (1960) owned and occupied by Mr. D.
Collier, who reports that the sight of the Bird cabin is still marked by stones, remnants of
either the foundation, or fireplace and chimney. Previous to the death of his first wife,
Mr. Bird and his family had moved to the South Creek Road on the farm on the northeast
corner of the Rogers Road. The cemetery where Maribah is buried is on a plot on this
farm.

In the earth 1840's Benjamin sold this farm to Mr. Gustin and moved with his family to
Utah as a follower of Joseph Smith. He lived, although it may have been only temporarily
at or near Mapleton, where the Mormons held services in his barn while their church was
being erected. (They also lived in Nauvoo).

Benjamin Freeman Bird died in 1850 and is thought to have been buried in either Provo
or Mapleton. Following his death Margaret Crane Bird and her three children returned to
Chemung County with their goods loaded on a cart with one ox.

Some of Benjamin's older children, by his first wife are thought to have settled in the
Trout Ruin section of northern Pennsylvania. His sons, Charles, Samuel, George and
Richard went west with him, but it is not certain that they went to Utah.
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HEMJAMIN FREMMAN DIAD, of Sugousunna County, Wow Jersay, was born in 1779, On
Pebruary 22, 1800, be marrind Marlba keeves, of New Tork City, Ha di=3 July
73 25, 1350, in Utah, wobmbly in or near Mapleton, or Prove, Masibn Beoves
7F33 ——-Bid"dnd folruary I3, W6, aged #2. She is burled in bhe Oustip Conmatery,
on the Scuth Creek Romd, Town of Ashland, Chemung County, New Tork,
For his ascond wife, Benjamin Bitd marriod Margarst Crane, wvho uas a coosin
of s first wife; and whe camn to the Town of Southport from Orange Counby,
(bteliswed to have been firangs County, Haw York, but thare is a ponsibility

it might hiave been Orange Counby, Hew Jersay) to eare for the invmlid Hariba
Remves Bird.

Bepfamin Froswan amd Hariba (Awewsa) Bird had tuelve shildren:
Folnsas Rooynn Bird, born Jasuary 20,1802

Charles Bird, bere 1803 dled 3epbenber 27, 1384; merrisd, on March 22,
1829, Mary dnn Hednady

Smmuel Bird, born March 19, 1305; married, oo April 5, 1824, Eealeh Srowm
! Jumes Bird, bern ﬂu.cuﬂpu' 23, 1806

Elizabsth Eird, born Febrosry 8, 1609

fovrge Bird, born Sarscy 16, 1813 (probably diad wery young)

Talsey Bird, born March 20, 1813; kllled in 1837 by a run-auay hores

Pelly Bird, born Juse 13, 1815, On March 27, 1533, she married Joal
Hatthews, whe wae barn in Heector, Schuylsr County, Mew York, om
Hareh 27, 1810, & aon of Amman and Polly (Everstts) Matthews, (Joslts
brother Lawrenes married Polly Bird's slster dnands), Josl and Folly
Hnibhawe lived on Comfort Hill, in the Town of Ashland, Chemung County,
Fow York, Their home ip otill standing and is pres=otly [1960) owned by
Hre. Morrison, The known children of Joaml abd Felly (Bird)} Matthews werm:
Audsan; Amsen; Mariba, who married George Acdgsra (for whom the Aodgers
Fiosd, Town of Ashland, Ehnmzn% Gounty, Mew Tork, wvas nansd)y Hilford;
and Argslia, who marcisd Clark 5

Goorge Bird (the second son nered Cscrge) born May 12, 1817

Lawnde Bird, born ?, 24, 1819; she married Laveencs Hatthees, whose
brother Joel marcied hor ajgtor Polly. Lawrsnce and Amsnda {Bird)
Fatthews lived en a farm maar Dool and Polly, Later, they removed Lo
Wallaturg, Hew York. They probably had mors children than the known
deggliter, Idm, who marrisd Hiram Toung, of Wellaturg, Wow Tork.

Rizrh:rrslzirﬂ, born October 13, 1820: married, on March 27,1845, Emeline

Villiam Bird, born July 16, 1833
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Bemjardn Freewen and Margerst (Drans} Blrd, his segond wiTe, had thres cldldren:

Ban!amin fresman, Jr., whe vent to Uteh with his parsnts asd petarned to Choouns
County wlth his mother. Ho aubatd futed "Tucker? For his middle pams
"Frasman® In homor of ap aunt, Jase Tocher, Banjamin S4rd disd June 24, 1344,
He is barled in Ashland Cametery, Wallsturg, Wew Tork. He served fa the Civil
 Mor and died of dlsesse contrastied while In the Arxmy,

Mnpthe, torm 1320{7). She went to Utal with her pavenis msd raturned to Chemorg
County with her mother. Marths was tires times married, at had no children.
dar first husband was Walter Tarnaworth, whbo was killed in the Civil War.
Ismaz Benrett wma her a=cormd fusband; and her third was Hollis Arehor, who in
remambaced for the extraordinery amcupt of clothing he wors to preveat eolds.
Martha was m milliner and lived, at least for a time, near SmithCisld and
Bantley Cresk, Ponmaylvaria.

Matzaeet Jame, torn Aprdl 2, 1335, on the Parm an the narbheast cornsr ol the
Sauth Creak and the Redgpers foads, Town of Askined, Cheresg County, New Tark.
AL the mgo of three she starfad school, {The aschonl, whizh was wery smanr her
hoae wes later to be onlled the "Roushy Schosln). The fiept worda she learnad
t2 mpall wars "ladyt, "oaker", and "shady”, dhe wsa about asvn or eight
yerrs old when her peranbas mossd Lo Thahy aba labar paturned So Shemang Caund
wilh hor mobthsr, Marbhe Jans Bl=d besame & teilorsss aod trawnled abounb the
sountry An taa visiaity of Tray and Colusbls Crossrosda, Peonaylweala,
tallowinge men'a elothing. In 1861, sha married Creiston E. Bicd, ko was
bora In 1326, the son of James and Jane [Carpanter) Bird, who had come to
Paach Orehrrd, orfsctor falls, Schofler County, Hew York, Trewn Connaatlaut,
Eapgarat Jans Bled diad in 1913,

{ Tann Carpmater Bird disd when ber son Orrlaton was torn, Her widowsr,
Joamew, remained in Rew York Stats only a few nonthe aftar her death and
then want “West*. He_im not knoun to bave boan related to the Bepleasin

= f: ----- Treaman Bird family. Jemas is thought to hovs Eafilsd a escond tioe, bak

L oo detalls ara known. Margeret Jane Bird repesbeced another family of

Birds sharing her parsntd' cabin whan they lived in Mmuwe - althoogh
their prossoce wvas never explained to the childrsn, 1o later 1ifa ahs
thought it hed beon the James Bird famdly, - She Temenbered one of the
daughters, Sarah Jane, who e older than Marzaret, aitting in the center
of the ted, with the Ceather-bed floffed up arcund her to hide the lacs
whe yna kn[‘t.t‘j_:]g a0 that Margaret could nnt copy Lhe ]:In‘."‘.l.rl.l'ﬂ.j
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Bonjemln Presssn Bird 34 dald to have been n Mebthodist Ci=eudt RHider, When
he First came ©o this asetion Zrom jew Jordoy, ¥e, Bird lived oo the read which
still bears hia pame - the "8ird Creek Read", Hie farm was the Jirel one on Lhe
Papqaylvenda aide pf the State Line. Tk 13 now (1960) owmed and ceruarled by
Hr, D, Colller, who reperte that the site of the Bird cabln is =til] marked by
gome shonms - cennenks of elther the Poundetion or of the Mreplace and shimney.
Pravious bo Lhe deabh of hisg Cira® wife, Mr, Bird am! his Pasily had mewsd fo the
Sstth Cresk Rond - the farm on the novtheast cormer of the Rodgers Aead. “he
panetery in which Meribn Resves Bindd 48 buri=d ia a plet on this Carm, In the
marly 1840%s, fenjamin Bird #2ld his. farm to ¥r, Guatin, and mewed, with hia
family, to Utsh ma s Tollowsr of Jossch Sedth, Be 1ived, H_T.‘t.hn'-.l.gh# 11 may hava
bren aply temporarily, st or pear Mapleton, pshere the Kormons held aervicss in bis
barn whila thair church wan baing erected, Benjamin Bird died 1n 1850 and la
thought Lo hawe been turimd in eltbher Froyo or Maplaton, Fellowing his dosth,
Margaret Crang Bird and her three children cefurmed to Cheoung Sounty with thedr
goods losded om a azrt drawn by one ox

;‘;',}.-r cafge Foreel ¢ Al rre

{Sone of Benpamin Bird's older children - thase by his Firat i fe - ara thought
to hara sattlesd in the Trout Bun sectlon of northern Perraylimnia..  ile sons
Charles, Savael, Gesrgs, =nd Richard went Weet with him, tut it ia not csrialn
that they want to lrtu.hi
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